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Business priorities for halting  
and reversing nature loss

COP17 marks a pivotal moment for global biodiversity 
action and the first global review of collective 
progress under the Kunming–Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework. Nature loss is now a material 
economic and business risk, affecting supply chains, 
infrastructure resilience, food and water security and 
long-term investment value.

Businesses are increasingly mainstreaming nature 
across core decision-making processes that translate 
global biodiversity goals into real-economy outcomes, 
including through governance and strategy,  
investment decisions, operations and value chains, 
data and reporting systems, and innovation that 
supports biodiversity restoration, resilience and the 
sustainable use of natural resources.

Business action at scale, however, depends on clear 
policy signals, coherent metrics, investable policy  
  frameworks and supportive enabling conditions  
      from governments.

COP17 must mark a shift from  
framework-setting to delivery. Governments  
must implement the goals and targets already  
agreed under the Kunming–Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework through adequately  
resourced and actionable National Biodiversity  
Strategy and Action Plans.

With the right conditions, businesses can further deploy 
capital, innovation and operational capacity at the 
pace and scale needed to help halt and reverse nature 
loss. Finance flows to nature are growing but remain far 
below what is needed. Public resources alone will not 
close the biodiversity finance gap. Governments must 
create the conditions to mobilise private capital, reduce 
risk, strengthen project pipelines and ensure high-
integrity outcomes.

 The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC),  
the institutional representative of more than 45 million 
businesses in over 170 countries, stands ready to work 
with governments and stakeholders to ensure COP17 
accelerates practical outcomes for the real economy and 
the transition to a resilient, nature-positive global economy. 

COP17 should deliver practical, coherent and  
investable outcomes that enable businesses of all  
sizes and sectors to contribute to the Kunming– 
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework while  
supporting sustainable growth, productivity  
and long-term economic resilience. 

ICC calls for COP17 outcomes centred on  
the following strategic priorities.

1.	� Clear, coherent and investable biodiversity 
policy frameworks

•	 Governments should provide credible national 
implementation pathways and clearer guidance  
on the role of business in delivering National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans that also  
align with planning, permitting, fiscal frameworks  
and investment incentives, specifically:
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	o Integrate biodiversity into economic, climate,  
land-use, water, trade and industrial strategies 
through whole-of-government approaches;

	o Recognise and leverage co-benefits across 
Nationally Determined Contributions, National 
Adaptation Plans and National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plans;

	o Keep frameworks globally coherent where possible, 
proportionate and actionable for MSMEs;

	o Reduce fragmentation, duplication and 
unnecessary compliance burdens while 
maintaining ambition and quality.

2. 	� Mobilising and de-risking private finance  
for nature

Closing the biodiversity finance gap will be impossible 
without mobilising private capital. COP17 should advance 
practical measures to crowd in investment, including:

•	 Blended-finance instruments, guarantees and risk-
sharing mechanisms;

•	 Outcome-based payments and contracted  
revenue models;

•	 Investable pipelines for restoration, resilient 
infrastructure and sustainable production landscapes;

•	 Workable and proportionate conditions for business 
engagement in benefit-sharing; approaches, including 
the multilateral benefit-sharing mechanism for use of 
digital sequence information and its Cali Fund.

3.	� Credible, interoperable nature metrics  
and disclosures

•	 Businesses face a rapidly expanding and fragmented 
landscape of biodiversity metrics and disclosure 
requirements.

•	 COP17 should support convergence around 
science-based, decision-useful and interoperable 
measurement and disclosure approaches aligned 
with the monitoring framework of the Kunming–
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

•	 Clear guidance is needed on how corporate data  
can support national reporting while avoiding 
duplication, reducing costs and ensuring 
requirements remain workable for MSMEs.

4.	� Enabling nature-positive supply chains  
and trade

•	 Global supply chains offer a significant opportunity  
to advance sustainable production, sourcing 
and trade outcomes at scale. Capacity-building, 
finance and technical assistance will be essential, 
particularly in developing economies, to avoid trade 

fragmentation, reduce unnecessary compliance 
burdens and support the inclusion of smaller 
producers and MSMEs in global markets.

•	 COP17 should promote coherent, interoperable 
and risk-based approaches to due diligence and 
traceability that are operationally feasible across 
sectors and value chains.

5.	� Integrity, equity and workable  
implementation

•	 Durable biodiversity outcomes depend on equity, 
trust and high-integrity implementation. Biodiversity 
finance and market mechanisms should be 
supported by robust social and environmental 
safeguards while remaining practical, credible  
and capable of mobilising investment at scale.

•	 Indigenous peoples and local communities must be 
recognised as essential partners in nature stewardship, 
with frameworks that support inclusive participation, 
fair benefit-sharing and positive environmental 
outcomes without undermining sustainable livelihoods 
or long-term economic resilience.

6.	� Harnessing innovation for environment and 
sustainable development

•	 Businesses need regulatory approaches that are 
technology-agnostic, proportionate and predictable, 
supported by balanced intellectual property 
frameworks and workable access and benefit-
sharing rules for digital sequence information. 

•	 COP17 should support public and private investment 
in innovation that contributes to environmental 
sustainability and the development and delivery of 
solutions that restore biodiversity in alignment with 
Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 
targets – including for digital sequence information 
– and that provide legal certainty and avoid 
overlapping or fragmented obligations.

7.	� Synergies across  
Rio Conventions

•	 Improving alignment across international policies, 
national plans and regulations can reduce 
duplicative reporting and regulatory burdens, 
leverage existing corporate data and reporting 
processes, and improve implementation efficiency.

•	 COP17 should strengthen policy coherence and 
synergies across the Rio Conventions, particularly 
between the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, 
UN Conference to Combat Desertification and UN 
Conference on Climate Change, while respecting 
their distinct mandates and negotiated outcomes.




